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^Je  have  come  here  today  to  nark  a significant  milestone  in 
the  history  of  transportation  in  this  state  and  this  nation. 

Therefore  it  is  fitting  and  proper  that  v/e  take  advantage  of 
such  an  occasion  to  honor  and  pay  tribute  to  the  one  man  whose 
faith  and  confidence  in  this  great  undertaking  has  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  start  here  today  the  actual  construction  on 
this  project. 

In  the  hands  of  this  far-sighted  statesman  was  the  authority 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  present  IvfO  mile  turnpike  was  to 
remain,  for  years  to  come,  a super-higlr.^ay  throu'^h  the  Allegheny 
Hountain  barrier,  or  to  be  extended  to  the  eastern  and  v/e stern 
borders  of  our  state, 

Knorang  this  Common'jealth  and  its  problems  as  few  men  know 
them,  and  knowing  the  Turnpike  from  years  of  travel  over  it, 


thereby  witnessing  the  increasing  use  of  this  great  facility  by 
passenger  cars  and  trucks,  he  came  into  the  office  of  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth  having  faith  and  confidence  in  the  Turnpike  and 
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determination  to  complete  project  extensions  thereto  during  his 
term  as  chief  executive. 

This  one  man’s  faith  and  confidence  is  making  possible  this 
Philadelphia  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  and  the 
extension  which  we  will  start  constructing  next  year  to  the  Ohio 
border. 

But  such  undertakings  as  these  cannot  be  engaged  in  unless 
someone  provides  the  money  to  pay  for  their  construction. 

To  date,  to  refinance  the  present  Turnpike  at  a lower  rate 
of  interest  and  to  pay  for  the  Philadelphia  Extension,  v/e  have 
had  to  raise  the  huge  sum  of  000, 000.  And  next  year  we 

will  raise  an  additional  amount  to  pay  for  the  "'estern  extension. 

A fevj  \/eeks  ago  we  obtained  the  ^13^, 000,000.  And  let  me 
tell  you  that  'iil3^-,000,000  did  not  come  out  of  any  public  treasury. 
It  iras  not  raised  through,  any  tax  lev^^-  and  it  will  not  be  repaid 
out  of  any  tax  levy. 

That  huge  sum  was  raised  and  loaned  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Turnpike  Commission  by  men  and  woman,  actuated  solely, by  the 
sa’me  faith  and  confidence  in  the  enterprise  that  motivateci  our 
chief  executive  when  he  directed  the  building  of  these  extensions. 

The  faith  and  confidence  of  the  thousands  of  investors  in 
Pennsylvania  Turnpike  bonds  ’^as  not  a blind  faith  or  an 
unjustified  confidence. 
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Many  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  these  bonds  were  bought 


by  great  banking  and  insurance  institutions*  "Tien  such  purchasers 
buy  anjr  securities  they  do  so  only  on  the  advice  of  the  best 
financial,  engineering  and  legal  talent  that  can  be  obtained. 

And  it  is  a source  of  great  gratification  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Commission  that  we  U'ere  able  by  our  past  record  and  our 
justifiable  estimates  of  future  operations  to  inspire  the  faith 
and  confidence  of  these  experts  and  the  banks  and  insurance 
corporations  they  represented. 

Before  concluding  these  fe-j  remarks  let  me  re-emphasize 
these  few  facts; 

First  - These  extensions  are  not  being  financed  out  of  taxes. 

Second  - Neither  the  faith  nor  the  credit  of  the  State  is 
involved  in  this  financing 

Third  - Our  bonds  will  not  be  paid  from  public  tax  ironies. 

Fourth  - No  one  is  compelled  to  use  the  Turnpike. 

Fifth  - The  State  Highv/ay  D partment  maintains,  and  is 
constantly  improving,  main  highi/ays  that  parallel  the  Turnpike, 

And  lastly  - Our  success  in  the  future,  as  it  has  in  the 
past,  will  depend  entirely  on  the  fact  that  we  operate  a safe, 
modern,  superhighway,  affording  great  savings  in  time  and  cost 
of  transportation  such  as  cannot  be  achieved  on  any  public  highway. 

And  nov/  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  time  has  come  for  me  to 
present  to  you  the  man  whose  vision,  faith,  and  confidence,  has 
made  possible  the  great  undertaking  \ie  have  assembled  here  today 
to  inaugurate. 
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His,  and  his  alone,  uas  the  authority  to  turn  on  the  green 
or  the  red  light  for  this  project. 

And  because  he  is  the  kind  of  statesman  that  this  state  and 
nation  knovrs  him  to  be  and  because  he  doesn't  like  uhat  the 
color  red  symbolizes  --  that's  uhy  ue  are  here  today  to  honor 
the  man  "•’^ho  gave  the  green  light  to  this  great  enterprise 

Governor  Duff, 
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Thomas  John  Evans  Die^ 


Thomas  John  Evans,  one 
f the  pioneers  of  the 
’ f n n s \ 1 \ a n 1 a Turnpike 
died  Sunda\ 
lorninR  at  Coaldale  Hos- 
ital 

Evans.  M7.  wa.s  slacken  at 
IS  home  m ('oaklale  and  he 
• a.s  taken  to  the  hospital 
bout  am  He  died  10 
iinutes  after  admis.sion 
Jcjhn  Pu'«rhak.  deput> 
oroncr.  said  death  was  the 
esult  of  natural  causes. 

Evans  ser\ed  a.s  turnpike 
ommission  chairman  until 
scandal  rocked  the  agency 
n the  late  1950's  Evans  was 
amed  to  the  Turnpike 
;'ommLssion  by  Gov.  Arthur 
1.  James  in  1939.  two  years 
fter  the  Commisision  was 
jreated  by  the  legLslature, 
.1  the  time,  he  was  the  only 
cpublican  on  the 
ommis-sion  He  assumed 
le  chairmanship  in  1939 
nd  held  the  post  until  the 
me  he  was  asked  to  resign 
\ (iov  Ge<jrge  l>eader  June 
0.  19.3.5 

In  1957.  Evans  and  eight 
ther  men  were  charged 
ith  conspirac>  to  defraud 
le  Turnpike  C'ummission  of 
19  5 million 

The  stale  cited  a contract 
ir  .Manu  Mine  Rest*arch 
nd  iH-s  elopmenl  (.'ompany 
) drill  and  fill  under  the 
vidbH-d  of  the  Northeast 
.vlension  in  19.5.5.  The  state 
aimed  95  per  cent  of  the 
ork  was  unnecessar\ 
our  were  cornicted  and 
-ntenced  to  pnson  terms 
K\ans  was  found  guilt > of 
)nspirac>  and  misconduct 
1 office  He  rei'ened  a two- 
ear  s«-ntence  and  a $>.5(XJ 
He  and  costs  on  the 
inspiracN  cotuiclion  and 
He  to  two  \ears  and  a 
fine  for  misconduct 

1 office 


Evans  started  his 
sentence  Jan.  24.  1961:  at 
Dauphin  County  Prison 
along  with  Janaes  Torrance 
of  Export  a former  member 
of  the  Turnpike 
Commission;  Charfes  jW. 
Stickler  of  Reading,  fonber 
president  of  Manu  Minei,  a 
nephew  of  Evans  dnd 
Clayton  Landsidle  i of 
Shillington,  former  Minu 
Mine  vice  president.  Evans 
was  paroled  two  yeiars 
after  he  entered  prison.  |He 
actually  spent  only  iwo 
months  in  prison  and  ithe 
remainder  of  the  lime  in  a 
Harrisburg  hospital  fori  an 
asthma  and  heart  condition. 
When  his  patrol  was  handed 
down  he  was  taken  to  ! his 
Coaldale  home. 

Originally,  the  Leldgh 
Tunnel  on  the  Northeast 
Extension  was  to  have  b^n 
named  in  honor  of  Evans. 
This  idea  was  abandoned 
because  of  the  Turnpike 
scandel. 

Son  Killed  on  Tam(dke 

Evans’  only  son.  Richard 
H . was  a victim  of  the 
Turnpike.  He  was  killed, 
along  with  two  Philadelfdtia 
men,  in  a two-car  accident 
Jan  9,  1956  near  the 

Shiremanstown  Road  over- 
pass 

As  chairman  of  the 
Turnpike  Commission, 
Evans  played  an  important 
role  in  extension  of  it  to  the 
Delaware  River  and  to 
Scranton  He  was  a 
powerful  figure  in  the 
Republican  circles  in 
Schuylkill  County  and  at 
one  time  was  chairman  of 
('ualdale  GOP  Committee 
and  \ I c e chairman  of 
Schu>  Ikill  County  GOP 
committee  He  was  a past 
president  of  Pennsylvania 
Sheriffs'  Association  He 


was  a director  and  Past 
president  of  Lansford  Dime 
Bank,  vice  president  of 
Carbon  Telephone 
Company.  Lansford,  vice 
president  of  Panther  Valley 
Insurance  Corporation, 
Coaldale  and  wk  active  in 
the  Schuylkill,  County 
Crippled  Childrer\^s  Society 
and  Red  Cross  Chaptw  of 
which  he  had  been  a dir^or 
and  president. 

Native  of  Wales 
’•  He  was  a native  of  Wales, 
a son  of  the  late  David  and 
Mary  Ann  Evans.  His 
parents  came  to  this 
country’  when  he  was  four 
years  old.  They  lived  in 
Wilkes-Barre  before  mewing 
to  Coaldale.  ' 

Evans  started  to  work  in 
the  mines  as  a slate  picker 
and  eventually  became  mine 
superintendent.  He  was  a 
member  of  First 
Congregational  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Coaldale. 

His  wife,  the  former  Sally 
Jane  West,  died  four  years 
ago.  They  were  married  63 
years. 

Suiwiving  are  a daughter- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Richard  H. 
Evans,  Coaldale;  a 
granddaughter  and  three 
great-grandchildrea 

Private  services  ^ will  be 
held  Tuesday  morning  in  the 
John  Puschak  FUneral 
Home,  Coaldale.  Interment 
will  be  in  Skyview  Memorial, 
Hometown. 

JV  Game 
Postponed 

The  Junior  Varsity 
football  game  between 
North  Schuylkill  and 
Pottsville,  scheduled  for 
tonight,  has  been  postponed. 
The  game  will  be  played 
.Nov  8. 
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